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How pupils at Nateby will learn through and about Art 
 
RECEPTION AND ART 
During the Early Years Foundation Stage, the essential building blocks of children’s creative capability are established. There are many opportunities for art 
related activities in all areas of learning in the EYFS. Expressive arts and design is given its own place in Development Matters: Exploring and using media and 
materials. By the end of the EYFS, most children should be able to: 

 Explore what happens when they mix colours 

 Experiment to create different textures 

 Understand that different media can be combined to create new effects 

 Manipulate materials to achieve a planned effect 

 Construct with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources 

 Uses simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately 
Reception (EYFS) children at Nateby will have the opportunity to use a wide variety of materials, paints and other mark-making resources within continuous 
provision. This will sometimes be within a context set by the teacher and sometimes led by the children themselves. For example, they may use paint to 
create their own imaginary world or to create images depicting scenes and characters from stories they have heard. They may be directed to draw and paint 
images of the natural world from objects they have studied. They may look at ways in which images can be duplicated through simple printing techniques. 
They will have the opportunity to study the work of accomplished artists for example how collage has been used by artists for certain effects. 
 
THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM 
Aims: 
The national curriculum for art and design aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences  

 become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques  

 evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design  

 know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural development of their art forms.  
 

 



How will Art be taught? 

Key stage 1  
 
The National Curriculum states that pupils should be taught:  

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products  

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination  

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space  

 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, 
and making links to their own work.  

 
Key stage 2  
 
Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing 
awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design.  

 Pupils should be taught:  

 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, 
charcoal, paint, clay]  

 about great artists, architects and designers in history.  
 
Each year children will have the opportunity to be creative using a variety of different media. Nateby pupils will be taught the knowledge, understanding and 
skills needed to express their ideas effectively. They will learn from exploring artistic approaches, a variety of resources. They will be able to develop and 
evaluate their own work and that of others with insight and understanding. They will work in a range of relevant contexts often, but not exclusively, linked to 
whole school, termly themes. Areas covered will include: 

Drawing, Digital media, Painting, Printing, Textiles, 3D & Collage. 

 

 

 

 

 



Curriculum Map A 2018/19 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme: Home, Sweet Home Theme: Food Glorious Food! Theme: Oh I Do Like To Be Beside The 
Seaside…! 

CLASS 1 Can Buildings Speak? 

Identify shapes in buildings 

Use a view finder 

Identify & record patterns 

Design a mural 

Create a section of a mural based on a 
design 

Self Portraits Fruit and vegetable pictures- Giuseppe Arcimbolo 

Study the work of Arcimbolo 

Use watercolours to create a self portrait 

Draw, collage or use objects to represent an idea 

Printing with stencils Lynn Flavell 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01d6gw2 

Printing with Quick print 

Andy Goldsworthy 

Study the artist’s use of shape and colour 
and take photographs using this as 
inspiration. 

Create collaged spirals and circles to 
indicate the sea. Use clay to sculpt sea-
like forms. 

CLASS 2 Painting & Drawing 

Explore the work of Monet focusing on his 
garden. 

Introduce colour theory- know the primary & 
secondary colours. 

Study watercolour techniques 

Print using gelli plates 

Sculptures 

Look at the sculptures of Henry Moore & Antony Gormley. Make 
pipe cleaner mannequins.  

Use plasticine and simple shapes to represent the human form 

Explore ‘inside’ and ‘outside’ spaces in sculptures- Barbara 
Hepworth (fruit). Use photography to record these spaces. 

Create kinetic sculptures that move in the wind 

Create sculptures incorporating effects from light, shape and 
colour. 

Seurat & Pointillism 

Study the artist’s work and experiment 
with the techniques. 

Further understanding of colour mixing 
and shading using collage. 

Create a pointillist piece of art work 
featuring the sea. 

CLASS 3  Art Illusions 

Explore how artists create perspective and 
foreshortening in their work 

Begin use perspective to create effects 

Explore artists’ use of trompe l’oeil 

Explore and create optical art 

 

Sculpting Vases 

Look at vase design 

Research and create ideas for own design (food theme) 

Make preliminary designs, modify & sculpt a final vase in clay 

Jewellery  

Look at early examples of adornment 

Look at how gemstones from beaches 
are used in jewellery  

Use polymer clay to make a pendent or a 
keyring. Look at the work of Bulgari 
jewellers. 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01d6gw2


Curriculum Map B 2019/20 

CLASS Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

CLASS 1 Painting, Drawing & Paper Art 

Explore how paper is used by different 
artists. Investigate different types of paper 

Make a collage 

Make a ‘stained glass’ window or pot 

Make objects from rolled paper 

Use papier mache 

Make abstract paper sculptures 

Henri Rousseau.  

Find out about Henri Rousseau, his inspiration and work 

Create pieces of work using Rousseau’s key features as inspiration 

Look closely at Rousseau’s work and compare to other artists- 
make a shoebox model to show the features 

Create animal masks 

 

Aboriginal Art 

Using cross-hatching 

Dreamtime stories & symbols in art 

X-ray paintings 

Dot art, boomerangs & rainsticks 

 

CLASS 2 Investigating Patterns 

Investigate where patterns are used at 
home and by artists 

Explore and make patterns using rotation, 
reflection and symmetry 

Create stencils from patterns 

Design a pattern for a purpose 

 

Indian Art 

Investigate the history of Indian painting 

Look at the Hastimangala Festival and using Holi colours create an 
adornment for an elephant 

Make a block print from string & card 

Look at Rangoli designs and make your own with salt 

 

Plant Art 

Look at plant art in different time periods 

Practise drawings skills through 
observation and attention to detail 

Look at colour and mix shades, tints and 
tones 

Look at layering colour to create depth in 
painting 

Make a flower bowl or 3D flower sculpture 

 

CLASS 3 Cityscapes 

Study Charles Fazzion’s cityscapes 

Use light in a cityscape painting 

Paint using watercolours to illustrate how 
cities appear in reflections or through water 

Use ink to create detailed drawings of 
buildings 

 

Objects & Meanings 

Investigate how artists use still-life and plan and draw a still-life 

Use colour, tone & shading in a painting 

Study how objects are used to convey meaning- focus on Mayan 
artefacts 

Create a personal still-life using artefacts that have personal 
meaning. 

A Sense of Place 

Use viewfinders; perspective & colour. 

Study Gainsborough, Sisley, Turner & 
Constable. 

Sketch the local environment 

 



 

Curriculum Map C 2020/2021 

CLASS Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

CLASS 1 African Art 

Explore the continent of Africa, its culture 
and how this influences African Art 

Study the jewellery and art of The Maasai 
people 

Paint African sunsets and silhouettes 

Make water jugs and jars 

 

Self Portrait 

Investigate what a portrait is 

Use objects & colour to convey meaning in a portrait 

Practise sketching skills 

Paint & sculpt a self portrait 

 

Animal Art 

Look at shape, colour & pattern in animals 

Jaipur Elephant Festival 

Make a mobile 

Learn about Native American animal 
symbolism 

Mixing paints 

CLASS 2 Earth Art 

Using rocks, leaves & twigs in art 

Traditional Turkish looms & weaving 

Collage 

Portraying Relationships 

How relationships are reflected through form, composition, colour 
& content. 

Using colour-wash, layers & brush strokes 

Critically evaluate portraits 

The Art of Africa 

Patterns in nature 

Tingatinga paintings & history 

Clay sculptures of the Benin 

Esther Mahlangu’s work 

Adinkra symbols 

CLASS 3 Leonardo Da Vinci 

Renaissance art & Da Vinci 

The Mona Lisa & portrait art 

Perspective, composition & other drawing 
techniques 

 

Express Yourself! 

Look at how artists, illustrators & animators use colour, clothes & 
expression to convey personality & feelings 

Study Keith Haring’s use of line; draw a calligram self-portrait 

Use a grid to ensure proportion 

 

Chinese Art 

Explore Chinese art & artists 

Create a salt-dough dragon 

Explore linear art 

Sculpture 

 


